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Public  Health  Department, 
Manor  House, 

Cheshunt. 

August,  1963. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Cheshunt. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  seventeenth  annual  report 
together  with  that  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  upon  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  for  the  year 
1962. 

The  report  follows  the  general  lines  indicated  in  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  1/63. 

The  birth  and  death  rates  for  Cheshunt  again  compare 
favourably  with  those  for  the  country  as  a whole.  Unfor- 
tunately there  was  one  maternal  death  during  the  year.  This 
occurred  in  hospital  and  the  cause  of  death  was  recorded 
as  “ Toxaemia  of  Pregnancy  (Operation)”. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  particularly  low 
with  the  exception  of  tuberculosis.  The  number  of  new  cases 
of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  was  21,  which  is 
the  highest  number  reported  in  one  year  since  1953.  Sixteen 
of  the  new  cases  were  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  it  will  be 
noted  that  nine  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  dis- 
covered during  the  mass  radiography  survey  in  Cheshunt. 

There  was  one  case  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  in  an  adult 
male  of  34  years.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  after  hospital 
treatment  he  made  a complete  recovery. 

Work  on  the  extension  of  smoke  control  areas  and  the 
improvement  of  dwelling  houses  continues  and  the  report 
contains  details  of  other  routine  activities  of  the  department, 
the  aim  of  which  is  to  secure  improved  environmental  condi- 
tions. 

I should  like  again  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  to  all  members  of  the  staff  for  their 
co-operation  and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  interest  and  support  in  the  work 
of  the  department. 

C.  R.  Hillis, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Charles  R.  Hillis,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 

Official  Address  : Manor  House,  Turner’s  Hill,  Cheshunt, 

Herts. 

Telephone  No.:  Waltham  Cross  23381 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ( Part  Time): 

D.  Q.  Trounce,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  Inspector  under  the 
Petroleum  Acts,  Inspector  under  the  Shops  Act : 
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SECTION  I 


STATISTICS 

Area:  The  area  of  Cheshunt  is  8,480  acres. 


Population:  Registrar-General’s  Estimate: 


1951 

23,290 

1955  26,090 

1959 

31,110 

1952 

23,880 

1956  27,000 

1960 

32,790 

1953 

24,670 

1957  28,050 

1961 

35,490 

1954 

25,350 

1958  29,450 

1962 

36,630 

Number 

of  inhabited 

houses  on  the 

1962 

1963 

rate 

books  (at  31st  March) 

10,739 

11,116 

Rateable 

Value 

. . ... 

£509,170 

£533,178 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

£2,086 

£2,208 

EXTRACTS  FROM 

VITAL 

STATISTICS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

. 

138 

146 

284 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

. ... 

391 

365 

756 

Illegitimate  .. 

. 

11 

11 

22 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

• ... 

2 

7 

9 

Illegitimate 

. 

— 

1 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : 

Legitimate  

• ... 

15 

8 

23 

Illegitimate  

. 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of 

age: 

Legitimate  

. ... 

10 

6 

16 

Illegitimate 

. 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one 

week  of 

age: 

Legitimate 

. 

8 

5 

13 

Illegitimate  

• ... 

— 

— 

— 
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Birth  and  Death  Rates. 

To  make  an  approximate  allowance  for  the  way  in  which 
the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs 
from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  the  crude  birth 
and  death  rates  for  the  area  should  be  multiplied  by  the  area 
comparability  factor  supplied  for  the  purpose  by  the  General 
Register  Office.  When  local  crude  birth  and  death  rates  have 
been  so  adjusted  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  and  with  the  corresponding  adjusted 
rate  for  any  other  area. 

The  adjusted  rates  for  Cheshunt,  together  with  the  crude 
rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  comparison,  are  as  follows : 


Death  Rates 


No.  of 
Deaths 

Cheshunt 

Crude  Death  Comparability 
Rate  Factor 

Adjusted 

Rate 

England  & 
Wales 

1958 

236 

8.01 

1.34 

10.73 

11.7 

1959 

226 

7.26 

1.38 

10.02 

11.6 

1960 

256 

7.81 

1.41 

11.01 

11.5 

1961 

239 

6.73 

1.46 

9.76 

12.0 

1962 

284 

7.75 

1.47 

11.39 

11.9 

Birth 

Rates. 

No.  of 
Births 

Cheshunt 

Crude  Birth  Comparability 
Rate  Factor 

Adjusted 

Rate 

England  & 
Wales 

1958 

618 

20.98 

0.90 

18.88 

16.4 

1959 

641 

20.60 

0.89 

18.33 

16.5 

1960 

684 

20.86 

0.88 

18.36 

17.1 

1961 

782 

22.03 

0.87 

19.17 

17.4 

1962 

778 

21.24 

0.86 

18.27 

18.0 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live 

1961 

1962 

and  still),  Cheshunt  ... 

. . . ... 

20.05 

12.69 

Maternal  Mortality,  Cheshunt: 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth, 

abortion  — 1 
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Infant  Mortality  : 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 


Cheshunt 

England  & 
Wales 

Year 

No.  of  Deaths 

Rate 

Rate 

1953 

10 

28.33 

26.8 

1954 

12 

31.58 

25.4 

1955 

4 

10.44 

24.9 

1956 

8 

17.51 

23.7 

1957  ... 

7 

14.55 

23.1 

1958 

8 

12.94 

22.6 

1959 

8 

12.48 

22.0 

1960  ... 

14 

20.47 

21.9 

1961 

18 

23.02 

21.4 

1962  ... 

23 

29.56 

21.4 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births — legitimate  29.56 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births— illegitimate 

Neonatal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  (under 

4 weeks) 20.57 

Illegitimate  live  births  % of  total  live  births  ...  2.83 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  1.27 


Causes  of  Deaths  during  1962: 

Male 

Female  Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— — 

Syphilitic  Disease  

— 

— — 

Diphtheria  

— 

— — 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— — 

Meningococcal  infections  

— 

— — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— — 

5 


Male  Female  Total 


Measles  — 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  1 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  — 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  — 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 


plasms   10 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes  — 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  16 

Coronary  disease,  angina 36 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 2 

Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  9 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ...  2 

Influenza  ...  ...  — 

Pneumonia ...  5 

Bronchitis  11 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  — 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ...  — 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  4 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ...  — 

Congenital  malformations  ...  ...  5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  13 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 

All  other  accidents ...  1 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . — 


6 

1 

8 

20 

1 

1 

13 

23 

1 

16 

2 

1 

9 

5 

3 

1 

1 


1 

2 

27 

2 

2 


1 

9 

14 

8 


30 

1 

1 

29 

59 

3 
25 

4 
1 

14 

16 

3 
2 

1 

2 

4 
1 
7 

40 

1 

3 

4 


All  causes 138  146  284 
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SECTION  II 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD  SERVICES 


Physiotherapy 

Clinic 

Health  Centre,  High  Street,  Waltham 
Cross.  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
Thursday  and  Friday  9 a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 

Orthopaedic 

Clinic 

Health  Centre,  High  Street,  Waltham 
Cross.  1st  Wednesday  in  each  month. 
2 to  5 p.m. 

Physiotherapy 

Clinic 

Tolmers  Road,  Cuffley.  Tuesday,  Wed- 
nesday, Thursday  and  Friday,  9 a.m.  to 
12.30  p.m. 

Chest  Clinic 

Honey  Lane  Hospital,  Waltham  Abbey. 
Monday,  9.45  a.m.  to  12  noon,  Thursday, 
2 p.m.  to  3.45  p.m. 

COUNTY  COUNCIL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Ambulance 

Fire  and  Ambulance  Station,  Cheshunt. 
Establishment  on  31st  December,  1962: 
two  shift  leaders,  eight  ambulance 
drivers,  one  ambulance,  one  sitting  case 
car. 

Day  Nursery 

The  Chestnuts,  Waltham  Cross 

(Waltham  Cross  24878).  30  places  for 

children  0 to  5 years. 

Home  Help 
Service 

Organiser:  Mrs.  M.  L.  K.  Frost,  194  High 
Street,  Waltham  Cross  (Waltham  Cross 
24658).  Office  Hours:  Monday  to 
Friday,  9.0  a.m.  to  12  noon, 
Friday,  2.00  p.m.  to  5.00  p.m.  Establish- 
ment of  Home  Helps  at  31st  Dec.,  1962: 
57.  Cases  assisted  during  1962:  374. 
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Welfare  Centres  (1)  Health  Centre,  Blindman’s  Lane, 
and  Clinics  Cheshunt.  I.W.C.  Monday  2.0  to 

4.0  p.m.,  Thursday  10.0  to  12,  2.0 
to  4.0  p.m. 

Dental.  (By  appointment.) 
Ophthalmic.  Friday  a.m. 

Orthoptic.  Friday  p.m. 

A.N.  Relaxation  Class.  Tuesday  p.m. 

(2)  Memorial  Hall,  Goff’s  Oak.  Every 
Friday  p.m.  Doctor  attends  2nd,  4th 
and  5th. 

(3)  Health  Centre,  rear  of  Greenfield 
House,  High  Street,  Waltham  Cross 
(Waltham  Cross  23401). 

General  Clinic.  1st  Monday  a.m. 

Mothers  Club.  Wednesday  evenings 
(alternate). 

Dental  Clinic  each  day. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic.  Tuesday  p.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  and  Relaxation 
Classes.  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 
p.m.  Doctor  attends. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre.  Wednesday 
a.m.  and  p.m.  Doctor  attends. 

Chiropody  Clinic.  Friday  9 a.m.  to 
12  noon,  2.0  p.m.  to  5.0  p.m. 
(by  appointment  only). 

Health  Visitors  Mrs.  I.  Jorgensen,  Welfare  Centre,  High 
and  School  Street,  Waltham  Cross.  (Waltham  Cross 

Nurses  23401.) 

Miss  M.  E.  Pawsey,  Health  Centre,  Blind- 
man’s  Lane,  Cheshunt  (Waltham  Cross 
28232.) 

Miss  J.  P.  Young,  87  Cuffley  Hill, 
Golf’s  Oak.  (Cuffley  2420.) 
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District  Nurses  Miss  F.  Archer,  Miss  K.  M.  Woodcock, 
and  Midwives  178  High  Street,  Waltham  Cross. 
(Waltham  Cross  23127.) 

Miss  J.  Ellis,  27,  Ousden  Drive,  Cheshunt. 
(Waltham  Cross  23745.) 

Miss  M.  Smith,  24  Cromwell  Avenue, 
Cheshunt.  (Waltham  Cross  23580.) 

Miss  M.  G.  Brown,  87  Cuffley  Hill, 
Goff’s  Oak.  (Cuffley  2420.) 

Miss  E.  L.  Day,  Park  Cottage, 
Flamstead  End.  (Waltham  Cross 
23410.) 

Miss  G.  D.  Taylor,  1 Prescott  Road, 
Cheshunt.  (Waltham  Cross  22344.) 


OTHER  SERVICES 
Blood  Transfusion. 

Sessions  are  held  at  the  Health  Centre,  Waltham  Cross,  at 
regular  intervals.  Dates  of  future  sessions  and  further  in- 
formation may  be  obtained  from  Mrs.  B.  Brown,  Honorary 
Organiser,  National  Blood  Transfusion  Service,  133  Windmill 
Lane,  Cheshunt.  Telephone  No. : Waltham  Cross  25233. 

British  Red  Cross  Society. 

The  Society  has  a range  of  medical  equipment  for  the  sick 
and  injured  available  on  loan  on  the  recommendation  of 
Medical  Practitioners  and  District  Nurses.  The  equipment 
is  at  The  Clinic,  High  Street,  Waltham  Cross.  The  depot 
is  open  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  7.30  p.m.  to  9.0  p.m. 

In  addition  to  their  normal  activities,  the  local  detach- 
ment has  available  a team  which  is  on  call  for  disaster 
relief  work  under  the  Commandant,  Mrs.  B.  Brown,  133 
Windmill  Lane,  Cheshunt.  Telephone  No. : Waltham  Cross 
25233. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

A hospital  laboratory  service  is  available  at  Chase  Farm 
Hospital  and  at  the  Hertford  County  Hospital.  Larger  scale 
facilities  are  available  at  the  Central  Public  Health  Labora- 
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tory,  Colindale,  and  the  Regional  Public  Heath  Laboratory, 
Luton. 

National  Assistance  Acts,  1948-1951. 

During  the  year  no  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under 
Section  47  of  the  principal  Act  for  the  removal  to  suitable 
premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

Mortuary. 

The  mortuary  is  situated  in  a building  at  Cheshunt  Ceme- 
tery, Bury  Green  Road.  During  the  year  no  bodies  were 
received  in  the  mortuary. 

W.V.S.  Meals  Service. 

A Meals-on-Wheels  service  for  house-bound  people 
nominated  from  statutory  welfare  sources  is  operated  by  the 
W.V.S.,  the  Council  paying  a subsidy  on  the  cost  of  the 
meals.  The  service  is  used  mainly  by  Old  Age  Pensioners 
and  meals  are  delivered  twice  weekly  on  Tuesdays  and  Thurs- 
days. On  each  occasion  a second  meal  is  left  to  be  heated 
up  the  following  day.  Further  information  may  be  obtained 
from  Mrs.  D.  V.  Rogers,  16  Brookfield  Gardens,  Cheshunt. 
Telephone  No. : Waltham  Cross  23886. 

Home  Safety. 

In  February,  the  Council  decided  that  the  administration 
of  the  Home  Safety  Act,  1961,  should  be  vested  in  the  Public 
Health  Committee.  The  Council  are  subscribers  to  the  Home 
Safety  Section  of  RoSPA.  Publicity  on  this  important  subject 
is  maintained  mainly  by  poster  displays  in  the  Public  Library, 
on  Council  Vehicles  and  Notice  Boards. 
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SECTION  m 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  following  table  shows  details  of  diseases  notified  during 


1961  and  1962:  — 

1961 

1962  

Cases 

Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Notified 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

50 

16 

1 

— 

Measles 

935 

122 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

18 

9 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

20 

10 

— 

14 

Erysipelas 

10 

5 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

8 

21 

11 

1 

Meningococcal 

Infection  

— 

1 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (paralytic) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Measles. 


Notification  of  Measles  in 
the  following  table:  — 

the  last  ten  years  are  shown  in 

Cases  Notifications  per 

Year 

Notified 

1.000  population 

1953 

660 

26.75 

1954 

4 

0.16 

1955 

740 

28.36 

1956 

58 

2.15 

1957 

622 

22.17 

1958 

66 

2.10 

1959 

713 

22.92 

1960 

104 

3.17 

1961 

935 

26.35 

1962 

122 

3.33 
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Whooping  Cough. 


The 

incidence  of  this  disease 

over  the 

past  ten  years  is 

shown 

in  the  following  table:  — 

Cases 

Notifications  per 

Year 

Notified  1,000  population 

1953 

...  ...  • , . . . 

247 

10.01 

1954 

...  ...  ... 

32 

1.26 

1955 

...  ...  ...  • • 

6 

0.23 

1956 

98 

3.63 

1957 

...  ...  ...  • • 

127 

4.53 

1958 

...  ...  ...  •• 

1 

0.03 

1959 

...  ...  ...  • • 

16 

0.51 

1960 

...  ...  ...  • . 

101 

3.08 

1961 

...  ...  ...  . . 

18 

0.51 

1962 

9 

0.25 

Tuberculosis. 


The  number  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  1962  was  21 
compared  with  8 cases  in  1961. 

New  Cases,  1962 — classified  by  age  groups:  — 


Age 

Period 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Non-Respiratory 

M.  F. 

Totals 

0—  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

25—35 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

35—45 

2 

6 

— 

1 

9 

45—55 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

55—65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

8 

9 

1 

3 

21 

1961  1962 

Number  of  cases  from  other  areas  transferred 

to  Cheshunt  ...  ...  6 12 
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There  was  one  death  attributed  to  Tuberculosis  in  Cheshunt 
during  1962. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  relate  respectively  to 
infectious  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  and  engaged  in 
the  handling  of  milk  and  to  the  removal  to  hospital  of 
infectious  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

Mass  Radiography. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  North  East  Metro- 
politan Regional  Hospital  Board  carried  out  a survey  in 
Cheshunt  in  September /October,  when  the  total  number  of 
persons  X-rayed  was  2,463.  Details  of  the  results  are  given 
in  the  following  tables. 

At  previous  visits  of  the  Unit  to  Cheshunt,  the  total  numbers 


X-rayed  were  as  follows : 

1953  1,682  1956  1,010 

1959 

2,711 

Number  X-rayed 

Location 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Flamstead  End  

226 

193 

419 

Waltham  Cross  

424 

524 

948 

Cheshunt 

264 

520 

784 

Goff’s  Oak 

120 

192 

312 

Total  Number  X-rayed 

1,034 

1,429 

2,463 

Requiring  further  investigation  ... 

15 

25 

40 

Groups  Attending. 

General  Public  

1,003 

1,254 

2,257 

Referred  by  General  Practitioner  ... 

4 

— 

4 

Organised  Groups 

27 

175 

202 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Requiring  immediate  treatment  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Requiring  occasional  clinic 
supervision 

1 

5 

6 

Presumed  healed,  no  further  action 
required  

2 

1 

3 

13 


Groups  in  which  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
was  discovered 

Requiring  immediate  treatment : 

General  Public  ...  1 

Referred  by  G.P.  1 

Requiring  occasional  clinic  supervision : 
General  Public  ...  ...  ...  1 

Organised  Groups  — 

Presumed  healed,  no  further  action 
required : 

General  Public  ...  2 

Among  other  Abnormalities  Discovered 
were  : 

Congenital  abnormalities  of  heart 

and  vessels  ...  — 

Acquired  abnormalities  of  heart 
and  vessels  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sarcoidosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Bronchiectasis  — 

Pleural  thickening — non-tuberculous  1 

Emphysema  2 

Pulmonary  fibrosis — non-tuberculous  — 

Substernal  thyroid  ...  ...  — 

Abnormalities  of  the  diaphragm  ...  1 

Did  not  attend  for  repeat  miniature 
film — 


1 

3 

2 

1 


1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


2 

1 

4 

2 


3 


1 

5 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 


Food  Poisoning. 

The  three  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported  in  Cheshunt 
during  the  year  were  in  one  family  and  the  causative  agent 
was  Staphylococci. 

Following  a case  of  food  poisoning  where  the  patient  was 
an  Enfield  resident  employed  at  Cheshunt,  enquiries  sug- 
gested that  the  meat  product  from  a certain  wholesale  food 
manufacturer  might  be  involved.  In  a series  of  84  samples 
of  this  particular  product  examined  at  the  Central  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  organisms  of  the  Salmonella  group  were 
not  found. 
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SECTION  IV 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  INSPECTION 

OF  THE  AREA 

REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  Inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
during  the  year  numbered  3,015  and  details  as  to  the  nature 
of  these  inspections  are  given  in  the  tables  which  follow. 
449  complaints  relating  to  a variety  of  matters  were  received. 


Summary. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts)  127 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  other  than 

housing  defects  453 

Number  of  premises  other  than  houses  inspected  343 
Premises  re-inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  402 

Visits  to  works  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Miscellaneous  visits  1,613 


3,015 

Included  in  the  above  table  are  the  following  classified 


visits : — 

Public  Health  Acts: 

Visits  re  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 84 

Disinfections  Supervised  ...  ...  2 

Visits  re  Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse  ...  ...  35 

Drainage  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  211 

Visits  to  Swimming  Baths  ...  ...  6 

Visits  re  Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Verminous  Premises  Disinfested  ...  ...  ...  7 

Housing  Acts  : 

Visits  re  Improvement  Grants — Discretionary  ...  112 

Visits  re  Improvement  Grants — Standard  68 

Visits  re  Overcrowding  30 
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Visits  re  Foreign  Immigrants  “ Certificates — Declara- 
tion of  Accommodation  ” 27 

Visits  re  Contravention  of  Council  Mortgage  Deed- 


Lodgers  ...  ...  •••  •••  1° 

Clean  Air  Act: 

Visits  re  Smoke  Control  Areas  1,297 

Visits  re  Smoke  Nuisances  72 

Visits  to  Atmospheric  Pollution  Stations  54 

Visits  re  Boiler  Furnace  Installations  29 

General  : 

Visits  re  Caravan  Act 125 

Visits  re  Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Visits  re  Rent  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Visits  re  National  Assistance  Act,  Section  47  ...  3 

Visits  re  Noise  Abatement  39 

Visits  re  Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Visits  re  Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Visits  to  Piggeries  10 


Details  of  inspections  of  food  premises  and  factories  are 
given  in  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  Report. 

Unfit  Houses. 

One  house  only  was  reported  upon  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  during  the  year.  This  was  150  High  Street, 
Cheshunt.  The  house  is  in  the  High  Street  Comprehensive 
Redevelopment  Area.  Adjacent  properties  had  been  demol- 
ished and  the  adjoining  property.  No.  152,  was  vacant  and 
shored  up.  The  condition  of  the  properties  has  been  the 
subject  of  complaint. 

Two  houses,  Nos.  48  and  50  Albury  Grove  Road,  on 
which  Orders  were  made  in  1960,  were  demolished  during  the 
year. 

The  total  number  of  individual  unfit  houses  dealt  with 
under  the  Demolition  or  Closing  Order  procedure  of  the 
Housing  Act  since  1953  is  173. 

Overcrowding  and  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation. 

Two  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  found  and 
abated  during  the  year.  Eighteen  houses,  subject  to  mort- 
gages by  the  Council,  were  reported  where  the  mortgagor 
was  in  breach  of  the  mortgage  deed  by  reason  of  having 
lodgers  without  the  consent  of  the  Council. 
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In  dealing  with  applications  from  mortgagors  to  take  in 
lodgers,  the  Council  continue  to  use  the  formula  based  on 
bedroom  accommodation.  A house  with  two  double  bed- 
rooms and  one  single  room  is  considered  to  provide  accom- 
modation for  a maximum  of  five  persons  irrespective  of  age. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the 
Urban  District. 

Improvement  Grants. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  grant  available  for  modernising 
older  houses.  Firstly,  the  Standard  Grant  under  which  house 
owners  and  certain  lease-holders  can  obtain,  as  a right,  half 
the  cost,  up  to  a maximum  of  £155  of  installing  five  basic 
improvements.  If  one  or  more  of  the  five  improvements  is 
already  in  the  house,  the  maximum  grant  of  £155  is  reduced 
by  £25  if  there  is  already  a bath  or  shower;  by  £5  for  a 
wash  hand  basin:  by  £40  for  a water  closet;  by  £75  for  a hot 
water  supply,  and  by  £10  for  a food  store. 

Secondly,  the  Discretionary  Grant  under  which  up  to  half 
the  estimated  cost  of  more  extensive  improvements  may  be 
paid  at  the  discretion  of  the  local  authority,  subject  to  a 
maximum  grant  of  £400.  For  conversion  of  houses  into  flats, 
the  maximum  grant  is  £400  for  each  flat  so  provided. 

Both  kinds  of  grant  are  available  to  owner/ occupiers  and 
to  owners  of  rented  houses. 

During  the  year  the  Council  approved  16  applications  for 
Standard  Grants  for  the  installation  of  amenities  which 
qualified  for  grants  totalling  £1,750. 

Fifteen  applications  for  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants 
were  approved  during  the  year  for  works  estimated  to  cost 
£4,696. 

Following  consideration  of  Circular  42/62  issued  by  the 
Ministry  in  August  on  the  improvement  of  houses,  the 
Council  decided  to  designate  two  areas  as  Improvement  Areas 
in  which  it  is  their  intention  to  secure  the  improvement  of  all 
dwelling  houses  being  houses  which  are  suitable  for  im- 
provement and  which  at  present  lack  any  or  all  of  the  five 
standard  amenities. 

A postal  survey  to  ascertain  those  properties  in  the  area 
which  are  without  the  standard  amenities  and  a “ Better 
Homes  Week  ” Exhibition  were  authorised  and  these  matters 
were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Rent  Act,  1957. 

Details  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  and 
applications  for  cancellation  of  Certificates  during  the  year 
areas  follows:  — 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates  4 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  ...  — 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  4 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  ...  2 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 
paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  1 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority 
under  proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First 
Schedule  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  3 

Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 
cancellation  of  certificates  

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates 

Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 
tenants’  objection 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  ... 

Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  houses  erected  since  1945: 

By  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Cheshunt  1,503 

By  the  Edmonton  Borough  Council  694 

By  the  Tottenham  Borough  Council  185 

By  Private  Enterprise  3,859 

6,241 


Number  of  houses  erected  during  1962: 

By  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Cheshunt 
By  Private  Enterprise 


18 

397 

415 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 

1.  Inspection  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


Number  of 

Premises 

(i)  Factories  i n 

which  Sections 
1.  2.  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  en- 
forced by  local 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Authorities 
(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which 
Section  7 is 
enforced  b y 

Local  Author- 

3 

ity  

(iii)  Other  P r e - 
mises  under 
the  Act  (ex- 
cluding out- 
workers’ p r e - 

105 

29 

mises) 

* 

— 

— 

Total 

108 

29 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  Cases 

in  which  defects 

were  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

Particulars 

To  .HM. 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveni- 

ences  (S.7) 

Unsuitable  or 

1 

Defective 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Other  Offences  (in- 

eluding  offences 
under  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

1 

— 

1 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were  in- 
stituted 


1* 


1 


* Fined  £4  with  three  guineas  costs. 
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3.  Outwork. 

There  is  one  factory  only  in  this  area  submitting  lists  of 
outworkers  required  by  Section  110  of  the  Act.  The  nature 
of  the  work  is  making  of  wearing  apparel  and  the  number 
of  outworkers  in  the  August  list  was  161.  There  were  no 
cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  the  Council  during  the 
year  and  no  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises. 

Nine  inspections  were  made  of  outworkers’  premises  and 
they  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

Under  Regulation  5 of  the  Hertfordshire  (Music  and 
Dancing)  Regulations,  1955,  all  new  applications  to  the 
County^  Council  for  a licence  must  be  accompanied  by  a 
letter  from  the  County  District  Council  stating  whether  there 
is  any  objection  on  sanitary  grounds  to  the  licensing  of  the 
premises. 

No  new  applications  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  and 
no  objection  was  raised  on  sanitary  grounds  to  the  renewal 
of  the  existing  licences. 

Service  of  Notices. 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  93,  Public  Health  Act, 

1936,  to  abate  nuisance  10 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  39,  Public  Health  Act, 

1936,  requiring  execution  of  works  of  drainage,  etc., 
in  existing  building  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  24,  Public  Health  Act, 

1936,  to  owner  of  premises  of  proposed  work  of 
maintenance  on  sewer  .<..  ...  8 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  277,  Public  Health  Act, 

1936,  requiring  information  as  to  ownership  of 
premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  75,  Public  Health  Act, 

1936,  requiring  provision  of  covered  dustbin  for 
house  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  85(3),  Housing  Act, 

1957,  requiring  statement  of  persons  sleeping  in  a 
house  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  159,  Housing  Act,  1957, 

of  intention  to  enter  houses  for  survey  2 
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Statutory  Notices  under  Section  12(2),  Clean  Air  Act, 

1956,  requiring  the  carrying  out  of  adaptations  ...  14 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  26,  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  of  intention  to 
enter  for  inspection  of  caravan  site  2 


Summary 

Statutory  Notices  requiring  defects  in  dwelling-houses  to  be 
remedied : — 


Served,  1962  ... 

10 

Complied  with,  1962  . 

9 

Outstanding,  31st  Dec., 
1961  ~ 



Complied  with  by 
Council  in  default  . 

Outstanding,  31st  Dec., 
1962  

1 

10 

10 

Intimation  Notices : — 

Outstanding,  31st  December, 

1961  

48 

Outstanding,  31st  December, 

1962  

55 

Served  during  1962 

. . . 

... 

t>o 

Complied  with  during 

1962 

...  ...  •••  ... 

53 

Water  Supply. 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of 
the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  and  the  supply  has  been 
satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality.  All  dwelling-houses  in 
the  district  are  supplied  from  public  mains  direct  to  the 
houses  with  the  exception  of  the  following  premises,  where 
water  is  obtained  from  private  sources:  — 

Aqueduct  Lock  House.  River  Lea  Bank. 

Aqueduct  Lock  Cottage.  River  Lea  Bank. 

Cheshunt  Lock  House.  River  Lea  Bank. 

Plantation  Cottage.  River  Lea  Bank. 

Housemoors  Cottage,  Halfhide  Lane. 

New  River  Cottage,  Halfhide  Lane. 

Theobalds  Secondary  Modern  School,  Theobalds  Park. 

Theobalds  Lodge,  Theobalds  Park. 

Theobalds  Cottage,  Theobalds  Park. 

Cottage,  South  Villa  Nursery,  Park  Lane. 
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During  the  year  nine  samples  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion were  taken  from  these  private  sources  of  supply  and 
all  samples  were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 

Sewerage. 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  reports  as  follows : — 

“ Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  district  is  adequate. 
Some  country  areas  are  drained  to  cesspools  and  the  Council 
operates  a cesspool  emptier.” 

Swimming  Baths. 

The  Cheshunt  Swimming  Pool,  which  was  formerly  in 
private  ownership  and  operated  on  the  fill  and  empty  system, 
is  now  the  property  of  the  local  authority,  who  have  installed 
modern  water  purification  plant. 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied  the  follow- 
ing details  of  this  plant:  — 

Filter.  This  is  8 ft.  0 in.  diameter,  15  ft.  0 in.  long 
cylindrical  filter  capable  of  dealing  with  30,200  gallons  of 
water  per  hour  at  a filtration  rate  of  244  gallons  per  square 
foot  per  hour.  The  filtering  medium  consists  of  graded 
layers  of  sand  and  granite  chippings. 

Chemical  Gear.  Coagulant  gear  for  injecting  a solution 
of  alumina  into  the  circuit  by  means  of  a venturi  tube. 

Air  Compressor.  Double  ended  rotary  sliding  vane.  Air 
compressor  capable  of  delivering  30  cu.  ft.  of  oil-free  air  per 
minute  against  a back  pressure  of  5 p.s.i.  Driven  by  a 4 h.p. 
motor. 

Aerator.  A vertical  cylindrical  tank  constructed  of  mild 
steel.  The  water  is  admitted  at  the  top  and  falls  over  a 
series  of  horizontal  baffle  plates. 

Chlorinator.  Manually  controlled  v-notch  solution  feed 
chlorinator. 

Soda  Gear.  One  chemical  pump  manually  adjusted  to  feed 
a sodium  solution  from  two  galvanised  tanks.  This  pump  is 
joined  to  the  chlorine  feed  pipe. 

Pumps.  One  1\  h.p.  and  one  4 h.p.  electric  motor  driven 
centrifugal  pumps  capable  of  circulation  of  20,000  and 
15,000  g.p.h.,  respectively. 

Three  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  season  and  they  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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The  Cheshunt  Grammar  School  Swimming  Pool  has  a 
continuous  filtration  and  chlorination  plant.  During  the 
season  eight  samples  were  taken  by  the  Hertfordshire  County 
Council  and  all  were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 

The  swimming  pool  at  Theobalds  Secondary  Modern 
School  is  operated  on  the  fill  and  empty  system  with  water 
from  a chlorinated  supply  at  the  school.  Supplementary 
chlorination  is  carried  out  manually.  One  sample  of  water 
was  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the 
season  and  was  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 


Caravans. 

Site  Licences.  The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develop- 
ment Act,  1960,  which  came  into  effect  on  29th  August,  1960, 
prohibits  the  use  of  land  as  a caravan  site  without  a site 
licence. 

The  following  decisions  were  made  on  applications  for 
site  licences  during  the  year: 


Site 

Licence  and 

Planning 

Consent  No.  of 

expire  on  Caravans 

Conditions  of 
Licence 

1.  Rosebury  Pig  Farm.  Crouch 
Lane. 

31.12.63 

1 

— 

2.  Hazelwood  Farm,  Crouch 
Lane. 

Application 

refused. 

3.  Grangewood  Nursery.  Rags 
Lane. 

31.12.64 

1 

Subject  to 
Works. 

4.  Brackendale.  St.  James  Road. 

Site  licence 
refused. 

5.  Haldon  Nursery,  St.  James 
Road. 

31.3.63 

1 

— 

6.  Middlesex  County  Council, 
Theobalds  Park  Estate. 

31.12.64 

1 

Subject  to 
Works. 

7.  Laurel  Bank  Farm.  St.  James 
Road. 

30.6.64 

1 

Subject  to 
Works. 

8.  South  Villa,  Park  Lane, 
Waltham  Cross. 

31.12.65 

1 

Subject  to 
Works. 

Proceedings. 

Legal  proceedings  were  authorised  but  not  heard  during 
the  year  in  respect  of  a caravan  placed  on  the  roadside  waste 
at  the  junction  of  Appleby  Street  and  Holbeck  Lane. 
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Proceedings  were  also  authorised  but  not  heard  during 
the  year  in  respect  of  St.  Lawrence  Farm,  where  the  number 
of  caravans  had  been  increased  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
number  for  which  a site  licence  was  granted  in  1961  subject 
to  works  and  “ run  down  ” conditions. 

Infestation. 

No  steam  disinfection  of  bedding  or  clothing  was  under- 
taken during  the  year  and  contact  insecticides  are  used  where 
necessary  to  combat  infestation. 

There  was  a considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of 
requests  for  assistance  in  dealing  with  wasp  nests,  17  only 
being  treated  compared  with  75  during  the  previous  year. 

Where  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Department  to  combat 
infestation  a charge  is  made. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

A regular  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  is  made  at 
weekly  intervals  throughout  the  district  and  the  refuse  is 
disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  in  gravel  pits  at  Albury 
Ride,  Cheshunt,  and  at  Lodge  Hollow,  Hoddesdon.  This 
service  is  administered  by  the  Council’s  Engineer  and 
Surveyor. 

With  a view  to  reducing  the  problem  arising  from  the 
dumping  of  large  items  of  refuse  such  as  mattresses,  chairs 
and  beds  on  roadside  verges,  the  Council  now  undertake  the 
collection  of  items  of  household  rubbish,  excluding  garden 
refuse  and  builders’  rubble,  from  householders  without 
charge. 

Refuse  Dumps. 

Dumping  of  refuse  is  controlled  by  consents  granted  by 
the  County  Council  and  the  District  Council  under  the  Hert- 
fordshire County  Council  Act,  1935. 

No  new  consents  were  granted  during  the  year. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

One  licence  to  keep  a pet  shop  was  granted  during  the 
year  and  the  conditions  recommended  by  the  Royal  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  were  incorporated 
in  the  licence. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Smoke  Control  Areas. 

The  Cheshunt  No.  1 Smoke  Control  Order  came  into 
operation  on  1st  November,  1961.  The  area  comprises  140 
acres  and  includes  the  new  development  of  the  Tottenham, 
Edmonton  and  Wood  Green  Councils  on  the  Russell’s  Ride 
Estate. 

The  Cheshunt  No.  2 Smoke  Control  Order  came  into  opera- 
tion on  1st  October,  1962.  The  area  comprises  280  acres 
and  includes  some  868  dwellings,  of  which  some  388  were 
estimated  to  require  adaptation  of  fireplaces.  This  work 
proceeded  smoothly. 

The  Cheshunt  No.  3 Smoke  Control  Order  was  made  by 
the  Council  on  18th  December,  1962,  to  come  into  operation 
on  1st  October,  1963.  The  area  comprises  250  acres  and 
1,501  dwellings,  of  which  576  are  estimated  to  require  adapta- 
tions to  fireplaces. 
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The  effect  of  a Smoke  Control  Order  is  to  ban  all  smoke 
from  chimneys  and  to  require  the  burning  only  of  “authorised 
fuels 

“Authorised  fuels  ” for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  are  Anthra- 
cite, Briquetted  fuels  carbonised  in  the  process  of  manufacture 
(e.g..  “ Phurnacite  ”),  Coke  (including  both  gas  and  “ Sun- 
brite  ” hard  coke).  Electricity,  Gas,  Low-temperature  car- 
bonisation fuels  (e.g.,  “Coalite  ” and  “ Rexco  ”),  Low  volatile 
steam  coals  (such  as  Welsh  house  coal  and  dry  steam  boiler 
fuels).  Oil  may  be  used  in  appliances  which  are  designed  to 
burn  oil  without  producing  smoke. 

Garden  bonfires  are  not  prohibited  in  smoke  control  areas 
but  it  is  an  offence  if  the  smoke  therefrom  is  a nuisance  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood. 

The  Council  pay  grant  of  7/10ths  of  the  expenditure  in- 
curred on  the  necessary  approved  adaptations  to  fireplaces. 

The  Mobile  Exhibition  of  the  Solid  Smokeless  Fuels  Federa- 
tion visited  the  district  from  12th  to  16th  June,  to  give  advice 
to  householders  on  the  choice  and  use  of  approved  appliances 
and  for  publicity  purposes. 

Isolated  cases  were  reported  of  difficulty  in  obtaining  certain 
branded  smokeless  fuels  for  short  periods,  but  generally,  solid 
smokeless  fuels  were  in  plentiful  supply. 

National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution. 

In  1961  the  Council  set  up  three  Air  Pollution  Measurement 
Stations  in  collaboration  with  the  Department  of  Scientific 
and  Industrial  Research,  to  measure  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide  in  the  atmosphere. 

The  stations  are  situate  at  Goff’s  Oak  Playing  Field,  the 
Manor  House  Depot  and  at  Waltham  Cross.  Daily  readings 
are  made  and  the  results  submitted  to  the  Warren  Spring 
Laboratory,  who  issue  a monthly  summary  of  the  observa- 
tions made  by  all  local  authorities  taking  part  in  the  survey. 

The  average  daily  amounts  for  each  month  of  the  year 
are  shown  in  the  following  tables : 
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Smoke  (microgrammes  per  cubic  metre)  Average  Daily 
Amounts. 


Station 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

Waltham  Cross 

NR 

76 

98 

NR 

32 

19 

Depot,  Cheshunt 

78 

42 

64 

25 

18 

11 

Goff’s  Oak 

48 

HR 

NR 

19 

16 

7 

Station 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Waltham  Cross 

22 

30 

54 

104 

143 

NR 

Depot,  Cheshunt 

14 

12 

32 

NR 

104 

HR 

Goff’s  Oak 

10 

8 

25 

50 

87 

NR 

Sulphur  Dioxide  (microgrammes  per 
Daily  Amounts. 

cubic  metre)  Average 

Station 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

Waltham  Cross 

NR 

145 

222 

NR 

82 

NR 

Depot,  Cheshunt 

146 

122 

173 

76 

64 

47 

Goff’s  Oak 

43 

NR 

NR 

68 

61 

58 

Station 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Waltham  Cross 

46 

56 

87 

146 

185 

NR 

Depot,  Cheshunt 

38 

50 

66 

NR 

156 

NR 

Goff’s  Oak 

49 

58 

72 

110 

165 

NR 

Note. — nr  signifies  “ no 

result 

99  ^ 

\ “no 

result  ” 

is  re- 

turned  for  a number  of  reasons,  one  being  where  there  are 
fewer  than  21  daily  readings  in  the  month.  During  the  year 
a number  of  breakdowns  occurred  in  the  electric  pumps  of 
the  instruments.  A spare  motor  is  now  available. 

These  figures  for  the  first  full  year’s  readings  are  of  limited 
application,  but  when  comparisons  are  available  over  an 
extended  period  they  should  reflect  the  progress  made  as  a 
result  of  the  operation  of  the  Clean  Air  Act. 

Deposit  Gauges. 

In  October,  deposit  gauges  were  set  up  in  Harold  Road, 
Waltham  Cross,  and  Hedworth  Avenue,  Waltham  Cross,  with 
a control  instrument  at  the  Grammar  School,  Windmill  Lane. 

The  use  of  these  instruments  was  decided  upon  following 
complaints  alleging  nuisance  from  the  deposit  of  burnt  and 
partly-burnt  sawdust  in  the  Harold  Road  area  and  complaints 
alleging  the  deposit  of  coal  dust  in  Hedworth  Avenue. 

The  intention  is  to  leave  the  instruments  in  position  over 
a period  of  several  months  to  enable  reliable  conclusions  to 
be  drawn  from  results  of  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the  bowls. 
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Noise  Abatement  Act. 


A number  of  complaints  regarding  noise  were  investigated 
during  the  year.  The  main  causes  of  complaint  were  con- 
tractors’ plant,  heavy  vehicles  and  a fun  fair,  but  on  no 
occasion  was  any  evidence  obtained  to  justify  action  under 
statutory  powers. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Meat  and  Other  Food  Inspections. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  classified  accord- 
ing to  type  of  business  is  as  follows:  — 

Slaughterhouses  1 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Grocery  and  Provisions  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  27 

Fish  Friers ...  5 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  19 

Chemists  ...  8 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Cafes,  Caterers,  Canteens 28 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Bakehouses 5 

During  the  year  418  visits  were  made  to  shops  and  premises 
where  food  is  prepared  or  exposed  for  sale  as  detailed  in  the 
following  table : — 

Slaughterhouses  164 

Butcher  Shops  25 

Fish  Shops  ...  ..  ...  9 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  41 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  6 

School  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Other  Food  Shops  and  Food  Premises Ill 

Visits  to  Licensed  Premises  44 

Milk  Premises  2 

Egg  Albumen  Plant  ...  ...  9 
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Food  Condemned. 

At  premises  other  than  slaughterhouses,  the  following  food- 
stuffs were  surrendered  as  unsound  and  unfit  for  human 


consumption : — 

Packets  of  Frozen  Food  ...  ...  238 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  507£  lbs. 

Liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80  lbs. 

Tins  of  various  meats  1,509 

Tins  of  various  soups  3,163 

Tins  of  various  fish  1,039 

Tins  of  various  fruits  and  vegetables  21,343 

Tins  of  various  jams  200 

Tins  of  milk 1,477 

Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  275  lbs. 


There  are  in  Cheshunt  two  wholesale  warehouses  handling 
considerable  quantities  of  tinned  and  packaged  foodstuffs, 
and  this  accounts  for  the  large  number  of  tinned  foods  of  all 
descriptions  surrendered  as  unfit. 

Slaughterhouses. 

There  is  only  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  area  and  the 
licence  for  this  was  renewed  until  30th  September,  1963. 

The  Slaughterhouse  Regulations  became  fully  effective  in 
this  district  on  1st  October,  1961,  and  the  slaughterhouse 
complies  with  the  Regulations. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-four  visits  were  made  to  the 
slaughterhouse  during  the  year  and  details  of  carcases  and 
offal  inspected  and  condemned  are  shown  in  the  following 
table : — 
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Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs  Horses 
Cows  Lambs 

Number  killed,  if  known  267  — 35  1,110  427 

Number  inspected  267  — 35  1,110  427  — 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned ...  ...  — — — — — — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ...  ...  18  — — 6 11  — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

tuberculosis  and  cys- 
ticerci   6.7%  — — 0.54%  2.6%  — 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned ...  ...  — — — — — — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
Dart  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   1 — — — 5 — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

tuberculosis  ...  ...  0.4%  — — — 1.2%  — 

Cysticerci : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ......  — — — — — — 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera- 
tion ...  ......  — — — — — — 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned  ...  ...  — — — — — — 


Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

Condemned  foodstuffs  are  buried  with  suitable  precautions 
at  the  Council’s  Refuse  Disposal  Tip. 

Licensing  of  Slaughtermen. 

Three  slaughtermen’s  licences  to  slaughter  animals  in  a 
slaughterhouse  by  the  captive  bolt  method  were  renewed  for 
the  period  of  one  year. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regula- 
tions, 1958,  provide  for  the  grant  of  “qualified”  licences 
to  new  slaughtermen,  thus  enabling  arrangements  to  be 
made  for  newcomers  to  the  trade  to  get  experience  under 
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supervision.  Such  a “ qualified  ” licence  was  granted  for 
the  period  of  one  year  to  an  applicant  under  21  years  of  age 
to  slaughter  bovines,  sheep  and  pigs,  using  a captive  bolt 
type  of  instrument,  subject  to  the  conditions  that  he  shall 
not  slaughter  any  animal  except  under  the  supervision  of  a 
person  holding  a licence  in  force  under  the  Act  which  is  not 
subject  to  a like  condition. 

Registration  of  Food  Premises. 

The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  16 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  the  number  of  dairies 
registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  together 
with  the  number  of  inspections  is  shown  in  the  following 
table : — 

Premises  No.  No.  of  Inspections 

Ice  Cream  Premises  81  41 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  24  38 

Dairies ...  ...  4 2 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1959. 

No  contraventions  were  recorded  of  the  Regulations  re- 
garding temperature  at  which  ice  cream  is  to  be  kept  or  as 
to  protection  from  contamination. 

There  are  no  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream. 

Ice  Cream  Sampling. 

Examination  of  ice  cream  samples  is  carried  out  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Luton,  by  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test  and  samples  are  graded  according  to  Ministry  of  Health 
Provisional  Grades.  Plate  counts  on  samples  and  presump- 
tive tests  for  B.  Coli  are  not  carried  out. 

During  the  year,  26  samples  were  submitted  for  examina- 
tion and  all  the  samples  were  placed  in  Grade  1. 

This  is  the  third  consecutive  year  that  all  ice  cream  samples 
taken  in  Cheshunt  have  been  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 

Milk  Sampling. 

Three  samples  of  milk  from  various  retailers  were  submitted 
for  laboratory  examination  during  the  year.  All  the  samples 
satisfied  the  prescribed  tests. 
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The  County  Council  undertake  sampling  for  the  presence 
of  tubercle  bacilli  and  brucella  abortus.  No  report  of  the 
presence  of  either  of  these  organisms  was  received  during 
the  year. 

Milk  Licences. 

Licences  were  granted  in  1961  until  1965  as  follows:  — 
Tuberculin  Tested — Dealer’s  Licence  ...  ...  1 

Pasteurised — Dealer’s  Licence  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sterilised — Dealer’s  Licence  9 


Food  Samples  Examined  by  the  Public  Analyst. 


Fifty-two  informal  samples 
as  follows:  — 

were 

submitted  for  analysis 

Sample 

Sample 

No.  Article 

No. 

Article 

237  Tinned  pellets  of  Lamb 

271 

Ground  Ginger 

238  Apple  and  Strawberry 

272 

Celery  Salt 

Jam 

273 

Bacon  and  Mushrooms 

239  Bronchial  Mixture 

in  White  Sauce 

240  Pepper  Flavoured 

274 

Risotto 

Compound 

275 

Bean  Sprout 

241  Mixed  Spice 

276 

Dairy  Cream 

242  Ground  Nutmeg 

277 

Kangaroo  Tail  Soup 

243  Ground  White  Pepper 

278 

Pork  Brawn 

244  Ground  Ginger 

280 

Cochineal 

245  Buttasnax 

281 

Chow  Mein  with 

246  Egg  Ravioli 

Crispy  Noodles 

247  Vinegar 

282 

Vegetable  Curry  with 

248  Seafood  Dressing 

Rice 

249  Vienna  Sausage 

283 

Sweet  Prairie  Chow- 

250  Ravioli 

Chow 

251  Pure  Cream 

284 

Instant  Coffee 

252  Salmon 

285 

Braised  Sliced  Pork 

253  Cream  Cheese  Spread 

Kidneys 

254  Blue  Cheese 

286 

Pork  Goulash 

255  Tuna 

287 

Mustard  Piccalilli 

256  Pure  Creamed  Honey 

289 

Cheese  Spread  with 

261  Curry  Powder 

Lobster 

262  Tongue  Spread 

290 

Liquid  Fruit  Pectin 

263  Coffee  Sugar 

291 

Gelatine 

264  Icing  Sugar 

292 

Table  Jelly 

265  Sliced  Pumpernickel 

293 

Essence  of  Anchovies 

266  Mustard 

294 

Chopped  Ham 

267  Fillets  of  Anchovies 

295 

Apricot  Sponge 

268  Pate  de  Foie 

296 

Ground  Nutmeg 
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Fifty  of  these  samples  were  reported  upon  as  genuine. 

The  remaining  samples.  Nos.  273  and  277,  were  reported 
upon  by  the  Analyst  as  follows : — 

273 — Bacon  and  Mushrooms  in  White  Sauce. — “ The  con- 
stituents of  the  sample  included  the  following  substance  in 
proportion  as  under:  — 

Total  Meat  Content:  26  per  cent. 

In  my  opinion  the  content  of  bacon  in  this  product  is  poor 
for  an  article-  described  as  ‘ Bacon  and  Mushrooms  in  White 
Sauce.’  ” 

277 — Kangaroo  Tail  Soup. — “ It  consisted  of  a meat  soup 
containing  a satisfactory  proportion  of  meat. 

The  label  attached  to  the  can  in  which  this  soup  was 
packed  carried  no  statement  showing  the  ingredients  from 
which  it  was  prepared,  contrary  to  the  requirement  of  the 
Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953.” 

In  both  cases  the  points  raised  by  the  Public  Analyst  were 
taken  up  with  the  manufacturers  concerned.  On  the  question 
of  minimum  meat  content  the  Council  decided  to  make  re- 
presentations to  the  Food  Standards  Committee  in  support  of 
their  proposal  to  fix  a minimum  standard. 

The  importer  of  the  soup  undertook  to  import  no  further 
consignments  of  this  product  unless  it  was  labelled  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order. 

Food  Complaints. 

Fifteen  complaints  were  received  relating  to  foodstuffs 
sold  in  Cheshunt  during  the  year  and  details  of  these  are 
shown  in  the  following  table:  — 
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Foodstuffs 


Nature  of  Complaint 


Crumpets 

Vinegar 
Fried  Fish 
x lb.  Butter 

Fish  and 
Chips 
Loaf  of 
Bread 
Loaf  of 
Bread 
Meat  Pie 


*Foreign  matter — cigarette 
end 

Foreign  matter — Fly 
ForeigrJ  matter — Wire 
Foreign  matter — metal 
staple 

Foreign  matter — Hair 

*Uneven  texture — two 
different  flours  in  layers 
*Foreign  matter— Filter  tip 
of  cigarette  in  bread 
* Mouldy 


Sultanas 
Jar  of  Mar- 
malade 
|-pt.  bottle 
of  Orange 
Drink 
Loaf  of 
Bread 
Bread 
Rolls 
Pkt.  Vol- 
kornbort 


*Foreign  matter — maggots 
Foreign  matter — -insect 

*Film  inside  bottle — mould 
growth 

*Dirty — charred  dough 

*Foreign  matter — charred 
dough 
Mouldy 


Loaf  of 
Bread 


*Foreign  matter — Piece  of 
wire 


Council 

Decision 


Warning 


Result  where 
prosecutions 
were  insti- 
tuted 


Warning 
No  action 
Warning 


Verbal 
Warning 
No  action 

Warning 

Proceedings 
authorised 
but  subse- 
quently 
withdrawn 
Warning 
Warning 

Warning 


Warning 


Warning 


No  action  — 

due  to  time 
lapse 
between 
purchase 
and 

complaint 

Legal  Pro-  I Fined  £5 
ceedings  I Costs  £6  6s. 


The  items  marked  with  an  asterisk  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  identification  of  the  foreign  matter  and 
report. 

In  all  cases  representatives  of  the  firms  concerned  inspected 
the  goods  about  which  complaint  had  been  made  and  in  those 
cases  where  warnings  were  issued,  an  assurance  was  given 
that  every  effort  would  be  made  to  prevent  a recurrence  of 
the  trouble. 

Licensed  Premises — Sanitation. 

In  December  a survey  of  thirty-seven  licensed  premises  was 
completed  and  at  twenty  of  them  defects  of  repair  or  decora- 
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tion  or  inadequate  sanitary  facilities  were  found.  An  in- 
formal approach  was  made  to  the  owners  or  occupiers  con- 
cerned to  carry  out  the  necessary  works. 

Egg  Albumen — Heat  Treatment. 

The  Heat  Treatment  Plant  at  Walcros  Poultry  Farm,  which 
was  transferred  from  Southwark  in  1958,  continued  to  be 
used  occasionally  for  the  processing  of  albumen  found  on 
sampling  at  the  ports  to  be  contaminated  with  Salmonellae. 

Some  difficulty  was  again  experienced  in  obtaining 
sterilisation  of  these  consignments  of  powdered  egg  albumen 
and  where  satisfactory  bacteriological  results  could  not  be 
obtained  on  sampling  after  heat  treatment,  the  consignment 
was  only  released  for  disposal  under  supervision.  Some  was 
used  for  industrial  purposes  and  some  re-exported. 
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